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CONSERVATION TRANSLOCATIONS 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Environment) [9.09 am]: I would like to inform the house of the 
value of translocations as a tool for conservation of Western Australia’s unique plants and animals. Ensuring that 
we protect WA’s unique natural environment and leave a positive environmental legacy for future generations is 
a key priority of this government. Conservation translocations, captive breeding and seed production areas are used 
by the WA government to promote the recovery of Western Australia’s threatened plants and animals. Conservation 
translocations are used to increase numbers by supplementing existing populations and establishing new 
populations. Translocations are undertaken in combination with other landscape-scale conservation measures, such 
as habitat protection and feral animal control. 

Over the past 20 years, scientists and regional staff at the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 
have planted seedlings of 67 threatened plant species across 92 sites, exceeding the 2020 target of the global strategy 
for plant conservation. Most recently, after devastating bushfires burnt through Stirling Range National Park, 
two threatened and priority flora seed production areas were established for 14 plant species affected by the fires. 
These seed production areas provide insurance by increasing the seed available for translocations of these rare 
species, and seed for this and many other plant translocations was propagated from the WA Seed Centre collection, 
which includes seed from 90 per cent of WA’s threatened flora species. Science staff at DBCA work together with 
staff at Kings Park on plant conservation. 
When I announced in January this year that Dryandra Woodland in the wheatbelt region would become 
Western Australia’s newest national park, I was pleased to report that numbers of numbats, Western Australia’s animal 
emblem, have increased in recent years thanks to successful translocations of captive-bred animals and predator 
control at the site. Scientists at DBCA are undertaking a major fauna reconstruction project at Dirk Hartog Island, 
the largest island in the world where feral cats have been successfully eradicated. So far, animals of six species have 
been translocated to the island, including captive-bred dibblers from Perth Zoo, with recent evidence that bandicoots 
and two species of hare-wallaby are successfully breeding in this feral cat–free habitat. Hallelujah! 
As the world learns to adapt to the challenges of global climate change, greater consideration is being given to 
translocations to locations beyond species’ current ranges to assist their long-term survival. Experimental translocations 
of western swamp tortoises to wetlands in more southern areas are currently underway. I acknowledge the efforts 
of DBCA and its many partners for the work undertaken to conserve our threatened species, including through 
translocations. 
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